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graced with bounteous natural beauty costa rica has become a popular destination for
travellers from all over the world birds play a prominent role in attracting visitors too the
shimmering quetzals gaudy macaws and comical toucans that populate tourism posters
only begin to hint at the impressive avian diversity to be found throughout this small
country the principal objective of this book is to help you correctly identify birds in costa
rica each family of birds is introduced by a brief description that should help the novice
birder determine to which group a bird belongs nearly every species is illustrated by one
or more images as needed corresponding to each species illustration is a written
account on the facing page the account begins with the unique field marks to look for
that will distinguish each species from similar ones following the description is
information about status distribution and vocalisation most species accounts include a a
map showing the distribution within costa rica this new edition features 903 species in
total including 64 that are illustrated here for the first time the 174 colour plates include
360 new images from artist robert dean the text and maps have been fully updated to

ensure that this guide is the definitive field guide for anyone visiting costa rica
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the definitive photographic guide to the astounding avifauna of costa rica birdwatching
in costa rica is one of the world s great nature experiences with 850 species on its
national list a place of transition between south and central american avifaunas
spectacular birds such as toucans hummingbirds trogons macaws and tanagers are
abundant throughout its extensive montane forests with further riches to be found in the
coastal lowlands and wetlands the perfect companion for any wildlife friendly visitor
birds of costa rica provides photographic coverage of 350 species regularly seen in this
small yet habitat rich country concise text for each species includes information on
identification songs and calls behaviour distribution and habitat with each photograph
carefully selected to aid identification a guide to the best birdwatching sites of costa rica
is also included portable yet authoritative this is the perfect guide for any visitor to this

incredible part of central america

costa rica a country of no larger than west virginia hosts more than 830 species of birds
more than in all of north amerian north of mexico it may well be the only country in the
world with as many bird species and habitats to be found in such a small area within
two hours drive from san jose one can see quetzals in highland forests antbirds in
lowland forests or shorebirds and ibises in mangrove swamps this lavishly illustrated
book is the most comprehensive treatment of a rich tropical avifauna ever presented in
a single volume suitable for its use in the field with is full coverage of waterbirds and
migrants as well as resident tropical species and its coverage of such topics as
plumages vocalizations food habits nesting and distribution it is truly a guide to the birds
themselves not merely a guide to their identification gary stiles and alexander skutch
first set the stage for the birds by briefly describing the landforms vegetation and
climates of costa rica for those who want to take that second long look to interpret what
they see the authors discuss some aspects of evolution ecology and behavior of costa
rican birds and report on the costly and courageous conservation efforts the country is
making in face of discouraging odds the family and species accounts that follow
covering some 400 pages make up the bulk of the book with 52 magnificent color plates
illustrating virtually ever species of costa rican bird migrants as well as residents there
are also practical tips for trips in the field and descriptions of good birding locations with
specific directions for travel by car public transport and on foot as well as three maps a
highly readable portable encylopedia to the fascinating ever surprising birds of costa
rica this book will be welcomed by birders and other naturalists professional and
amateur ornithologists ecologists travelers and conservationlists throughout the northern
neotropics f gary stiles is profess or biology and curator of birds museum of zoology at
the university of costa rica alexanda f skutch has lived in costa rica for more than 50
years and has dedicated his professional life to studying the breeding biology of
neotropical birds he is the author of many books including life of the woodpecker and
life of the tanager cornell university press dana gardner who is with the western
foundation of vertebrate zoology has extensive field experience in costa rica panama

and colombia he has illustrated a number of books on birds and tropical nature
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a new updated edition of the only compact portable and user friendly field guide the
novice or experienced birder needs to identify birds in the field in the diverse habitats

found in costa rica biology digest

embark on a sonic visual journey into costa rica s avian paradise your comprehensive
audio field guide unleash the symphony of the rainforest and discover the vibrant
plumage of costa rica s breathtaking birds with this immersive audio and field guide
more than just a book it s your personal portal to the heart of central american
ornithological wonder imagine waking to the melodic dawn chorus of resplendent
quetzals their ethereal calls echoing through the misty cloud forests identifying the
distinctive chop of a chestnut mandibled toucan as it forages in the canopy learning to
distinguish the subtle variations in warbler songs unlocking the secrets of their diverse
habitats spotting a tiny jewel like hummingbird hovering amidst vibrant tropical flowers
guided by your detailed descriptions and stunning photographs this guide transcends
the traditional field guide format by seamlessly integrating high quality audio recordings
with captivating visuals and comprehensive information it s designed to be your
indispensable companion whether you re a seasoned birder or a curious nature
enthusiast here s what awaits you within its pages and audio files extensive audio
library immerse yourself in the rich tapestry of costa rican bird sounds access a
meticulously curated collection of calls and songs recorded in pristine natural
environments learn to recognize the unique vocalizations of hundreds of species from
the booming calls of tinamous to the delicate trills of wrens high resolution bird
photography marvel at the breathtaking beauty of costa rica s avian inhabitants with a
collection of stunning full color photographs capture the intricate details of plumage
beaks and feet aiding in accurate identification detailed species accounts each species
profile provides comprehensive information including identification clear and concise
descriptions of key field marks distinguishing features and potential confusion species
habitat insights into the preferred habitats of each species from dense rainforests to
coastal mangroves and high altitude paramos range maps visualize the geographical
distribution of each species across costa rica helping you anticipate potential sightings
behavior learn about the unique behaviors feeding habits and nesting strategies of each
species conservation status gain awareness of the conservation challenges faced by
costa rica s birds contributing to responsible birding practices user friendly organization
navigate the guide with ease thanks to its logical organization and clear indexing
whether you re searching for a specific species or exploring a particular habitat you I
find the information you need quickly and efficiently practical field tips benefit from
expert advice on birding techniques equipment recommendations and ethical
considerations for observing wildlife in costa rica ecological context gain a deeper
understanding of the diverse ecosystems that support costa rica s incredible birdlife
fostering a greater appreciation for the interconnectedness of nature this audio and field
guide is more than just a tool it s an invitation to connect with the vibrant spirit of costa
rica s natural world whether you re exploring the lush rainforests of the osa peninsula

trekking through the cloud forests of monteverde or relaxing on the beaches of the
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pacific coast this guide will enrich your experience and deepen your appreciation for the
avian wonders of costa rica unlock the secrets of the rainforest and embark on an

unforgettable birding adventure your journey begins here

although costa rica is a small country it is home to over 900 species of bird that is twice
as many bird species as the u s and canada combined in this book i have included pics

and fun facts about some of my favorite ones my father is from costa rica

few ecosystem destinations are as abundant in their biodiversity as costa rica having
the right field guides in hand can make all the difference when you re enjoying the
country s birdlife photo guide to birds of costa rica which features 549 excellent
photographs is designed to be equally useful for two distinct sets of readers first are
birders new to birding or new to birding in costa rica who want a guide to the birds that
one is most likely to see as well as to a few of the rarer species that one would hope to
encounter it treats more than 40 percent 365 of the species known from costa rica but is
a guide to at least 75 percent of the birds commonly seen in a week or so of birding the
book will also be welcomed by experienced birders in search of a companion volume to
the birds of costa rica second edition an illustrated guide to all the birds of costa rica the
photographs in the species accounts in photo guide to birds of costa rica are
accompanied by names measurements field marks habitat and behavior voice status

and distribution and range maps

a state of the art illustrated field guide to the birds of costa rica costa rica is among the
most popular birding destinations in the world with a breathtaking diversity of neotropical
birdlife and stunningly beautiful habitats ranging from shady mangrove swamps to mist
enshrouded mountaintops and verdant rainforest birds of costa rica is the essential
illustrated pocket guide to this biologically rich country it covers all regularly occurring
bird species found in the region and features facing page plates and text that make field
identification easy concise species accounts describe everything from size and
distribution to voice habitat and status this compact guide also features progressive
taxonomy and a wealth of color range maps covers more than 800 species of birds
found in costa rica includes more than 200 superb color plates features concise species
accounts facing page plates and text and up to date range maps its compact size and

field friendly layout make it the ideal travel companion for any birder

this easy to use identification guide to the 280 bird species most commonly seen in
costa rica is perfect for resident and visitor alike high quality photographs from one of
the country s top nature photographers are accompanied by detailed species
descriptions which include nomenclature size distribution habits and habitat the user
friendly introduction covers geography climate habitat types bird species and taxonomy
bird migration and the key sites for viewing the listed species also included is an all
important checklist of all of the birds of costa rica encompassing for each species its

common and scientific name and iucn status
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at the biological crossroads of the americas costa rica hosts an astonishing array of
plants and animals over half a million species ecotourists birders and biologists come
from around the world drawn by the likelihood of seeing more than three or four hundred
species of birds and other animals during even a short stay to help all of these visitors
as well as local residents identify and enjoy the wildlife of costa rica carrol henderson
published field guide to the wildlife of costa rica in 2002 and it became the instant and
indispensable guide now henderson has created a dedicated field guide to the birds that
travelers are most likely to see as well as to the unique or endemic species that are of
high interest to birders birds of costa rica covers 310 birds an increase of 124 species
from the earlier volume with fascinating accounts of the birds natural history
identification and behavior gleaned from henderson s forty years of traveling and birding
in costa rica all of the accounts include beautiful photographs of the birds most of which
were taken in the wild by henderson there are new updated distribution maps and a
detailed appendix that identifies many of the country s best bird watching locations and

lodges including contact information for trip planning purposes

a state of the art illustrated field guide to the birds of costa rica costa rica is among the
most popular birding destinations in the world with a breathtaking diversity of neotropical
birdlife and stunningly beautiful habitats ranging from shady mangrove swamps to mist
enshrouded mountaintops and verdant rain forests birds of costa rica is the essential
illustrated pocket guide to this biologically rich country it covers all regularly occurring
bird species found in the region and features facing page plates and text that make field
identification easy concise species accounts describe everything from size and
distribution to voice habitat and status this compact guide also features progressive
taxonomy and a wealth of color range maps covers more than 800 species of birds
found in costa rica includes more than 200 superb color plates features concise species
accounts facing page plates and text and up to date range maps its compact size and

field friendly layout make it the ideal travel companion for any birder

a comprehensive guide book describing bird species to be found in costa rica includes
photographs and descriptions of birds in their native habitat also includes useful

information on bird watching techniques
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